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. THE CONTACT OF ARAKANESE BUDDHISM WITH OUTER WORLD 
I r Arakan and the Indian Subcontinent (including Bangladesh) 



As Buddhism was introduced in Arakan before the century A.D or in 

the ] AT\A century A.D. natural ly Arakan had contacts with the eastern 
part of India. Buddhism developed in Arakan during Chandra period 
(c.A.D, 370-790) . 

According to the Arakanese chronicle, numerically and culturally the 
Arakanese came to Tripura, Chittagong Hill Tracts and Chi ttagong 
before the 10th century A.D. and they settled at those regions. In 

c.A.D. 1112, Aloung-si-thu succeeded his fa ther , Kyans.itt.ha of Pagan. 

At thajt time » in Arakan an usurper had driven out the rightful heir, 
who had fled to Pagan, where he subsequently died. His son, 
Letyaminnan, with Alaung-sl-thu's assistance, recovered the throne 
of Arakan and was charged by King of Pagan to discharge his debt by 
repairing the Bodh-Gaya temple. King of Arakan, Letyaminnan led the 
mission. He repaired the sacred shrine with the support of Alaung-si- 
thu of Pagan; 1 An inscription found there, tells of the mission 
which he sent for the purpose of repairing the Bodh-Gaya temple. 

J n c.A.D. 1283, King Min-htee, son of Min-bhi-lu, ascended the throne 
l ^|Arakari. During the reign of King Min-htee, Ven.Dhanimara^aguru who 
'sd the m i SS ton was sent to Bodh-Gaya by King of Arakan.' in c.A.D. 
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I the middle of the 17 th century the Chi t tagong and Chittagong Hill 
Tr acts were annexed by the Mughals and fighting broke out between 
tig, and Arakanese. In 1666, Chi t tagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts 
became a dominion of Mughal rulers. The Mughal rule lasted in the 
Chittagong upto c.AD. 1760. when the reign was ceded to the East 
Indian Company. Subsequent British administrators permitted the 
system of dominion by Chakma Chief to continue largely untouched 
until 1901, when they introduced the Hill Tracts Manual. In 1774. the 
political situation in Arakan being unsettled, the Boi Min Kaung Hla 
Phru trekked back to Chittagong. The fertile plains where their 
ancestors lived, were found to be occupied. In 1822, Bandarban Us 
folded by Kaung Hla Phru and Xyaw Zaw Than was appointed as Hong 
R^a in 1860 by the British Government. . 

After the King of Ava conquered Arakan in 1784. the Arakanese fled to 
the East Bengal to save their lives from the cruel control of the 
Burmese. Capt. Hiram. Cox allowed to settle more than ten thousands 
^ the large area, of the waste land in the Chittagong district. 

^1851, Chandra Mohan Bhikkhu,a young monk of 17 years, o,f Unaipura 
^tta 8 on g , took higher ordination and came to Calcutta to study 
M U T hi8m ' " a UVed ln Mah5na « a - Vihara of Calcutta. In 1853 , ne | met 
paul in Calcutta who had come from Ceylon. Mr Paul was a great 

" UUa,U ' 8t 8Chplar ' and he dlscu88ed a^out Buddhism with Ghand^M^n 
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;0 came to know that he was not a pure monk in the Theravada 
3udd h i sm . According to the Theravada Buddhist tradition, a person 

elow ?0 years of age is not allowed to take the higher ordination, 
he was only a SUmanera or novice in the Buddha S^sana . Mr. Paul 

. aS .kind enough to teach him Buddhism and Pfc'i i . He advised Chandra 
Mohan that he should, visit either Ceylon or Burma. In 1853, he went 



to 



HEn"-'-* : - . '• • 

/\ .A 



Arakan and met Sanghara'ja Ven . Saramedha at Akyub in Arakan. He was 
re-ordained by Ven ..Saramedha who taught the Theravada Vinaya to him 
for two months in Sanghara^ monastery at Akyab. Ven. Saramedha was 
requested by him to reform the Chittagong Buddhist Sarigha in order to 
establish Theravada Buddhism. Then he came back to Chittagong. He 
preached about Theravada Buddhism to lay-people there and tried to 
convince the monks who forgot their own religion in Vinaya. At the 
time, the Chi tt agon ian Buddhist monks mostly ignored the. Theravada 
Buddhism. The Chittagong Barua Buddhists used to perform various 
Hindu rites and worshipped deities and Hindu panths on such as Durga, 
Kali and Lakshmi and others. They worshipped even Muslim-Pirs and 
offered animal-sacrifices to gods and goddesses. 3 

In the first half of the 19th. century, while Theravada Buddhism was 
being followed and practised in Burma and Ceylon, the Buddhists of 
Chittagong deviated from the path of Vinaya and were following a form 
°f Buddhism which was not consistent with the basic principles of the 
D hamma. in Chittagong, there are three groups of Buddhists [Marma 
(Acakanese); Chakma ; and Barua] The Marma, MugH and Arakanese belong 
t0 the same race! the same ancestor! lanpua§9 and mil tvire. Th« i r 



0 ^inal home- land is Arakan. But these Ar£ 

%i mese Arakanese settled i n 

ffli;...8ong, Cbittagong „,» Tracts and Trl P ura bafore , h(J 
^.ury A.D. Sucb was. the condttlon c. Bu ddhlsm ln Chut a g o„ g whe „ 
Chandra Mohan; came back ,o his native p lace . Unfortunately. hls alm 

1 ^ , " 8i " n SUf,er n WhUe > »>, -oon arter he beca m e a Uy- m a„ 
against his wishes. After hie „ Q ' 

Alter his recovery, he went to Burma with 
Sinhalese monks and lay-peoDle" Th«„ 

• PGOple The y were ordained by MahUnSyaka of 
Uurma in the Ka^nis^ at Pecu At thf« t< 

regu. At this time, Chandra Mohan assumed 
the name of 'PunMrarQ hk Jt /s 

Punflacara Dhammadhara ■ and wen, ,o Ceylon to study 

Buddhism. , 



1 S " neh "" S4? ' ca me: to Chit.agong 

I:; 1 ° f ? andra M ° ha - ? - * a 8 rou P of Arakanese 

miSSi ° n - — — ed to sTtakunda viliage, 20 

flies north-west nf rv.*** ' 

of ChUtagong. Ven.Saramedha preachod the teachings 

,-ro s d „ the , Chltta8onian Buddhjst _ u 

g Sanghara^a .as staying i„ that „ a , Ve „. ^ ^ _ 

-eet Sanghara 4 a and discussed wlth hira the dark of 

:c:;; n the chtua8on8 ~ a was lDVlteabyhia 

_ .u. (Mahamunl ^ and , aAghar ^ whne members 

„ from Sit3kumla to Mah5muni vmaga thB 

Ma^uni „ u o an communit(es 

a and Barua, asse mb ,ed. At aus P i tl0 us tlme . ^ 

| »v-^,. l8h(ed » llh :the discussio „ with the senjor j>nks 

, «... n„ue„,iai ,ay- P eo P l e abou t T he faV ada Buddhism i„ the East 
8 '. The Chittagong Buddhist BonM ;, wh0 - 




|y3da Vinaya , wished to get re-ordained under the leadership of 
ara^a < as they realised that they wqre not pure monks according 
Bffte Theravada Buddhism, During the religious Mah5muni fair, the 
l|er ordination cermony was newely held under the leadership of 
jgnfhara'ja in the Udakukkhepaslma at Mahamuni village in 1856, But 
s o|e elder monks showed unwillingness to take the new higher 
ordination and they stayed seperated from them. Because of their old 
ageT ttt e y could not follow the Theravada Vinaya strictly. Later on 
th|y were known as a sect which called themselves Sthavira group. 
5arighara<ia spent his; remaining days in the same village and taught 
Vinaya and Buddhism to the new monks. 

Queen 1 incf! (1830-1873),^ who ruled the Chakma area, was a follower 
of Hinduism and Tantricism. When Sarighara^a Ven. Saramedha's fame 
reached her, she invited him. In 1857, Sanghara^a Sayadaw S^ramedha 
came to Rangamati, the city of the Chakma area and he preached 
about the Theravada Buddhism to her and her people. Ven SoLramedha was 
honoured by the Queen with the title of "Sarigharaja Vinayadhara" in 
November, 1857. She constructed a Buddhist monastery at Raj Nagar, 
the former capital of the Chakma rulers, and requested Sangharcl f j£ to 
stay in this monastery. He lived in Raj Nagar, struggled to spread 
Theravada Budhism, and thousands of lay-people were converted in 
Chitagong and Hill area. 

Queen Kalindi erected 3 big Buddha image and named it Sakyamuni . In 
V866 , Pit rVpaaar a Dhammadhff ra c^mfe hri cite f rom Gay 1 dri i H0 was eon furred 



lfie pyc c °ss i on of Sanghar^la in his missionary efforts. He himself 
j 0 j|e(l this movement of reformation and preached the doctrine of Lord 
Mf; Ho trained tho monks who wore Interested to loarn Thoravuda 



Bu d(Jhism. Afterwords, he advised the Queen to build and Uposatha hall 
; 0 r the ordination and Uposatha ceremony, because the Udakukkhepaslma 
is not ialways suitable to hold; the religious ceremony, according to 
Vinaya. The Queen invited S^ngharatfa from Arakan for this purpose. In 
l87$i>i Sarighara^a founded the Uposathaslma in northern side of the 
Sakyamun i temple, in the presence of Buddhist Sangha. It was the 
first Uposatha si ma in the East Bengal after the revival of Theravada 
Buddhism by the Sarigharafa. After the completion ceremony, Ven. 
Saramedha left for Ceylon and Burma. 



Queen Kalindi wished to translate the religious book "known "as 
•Dhftuvamsa' from Arakanese into Bengali. In the Dhatuvamsa , the 
lives of some" previous Buddhas including Dtpinkara Buddha to Gotama 
Buddha,, are mentioned. After it was translated into Bengali, under 
'"entitle ' Baudharan 1 ika ' . 1 1 wa« distributed freely among the 
6u yects of Queen kalind? on her desire. 



In 1877 • Ven. Saramedha visited Chit tagong for the last time and 
handed the charge of SorigharS^ Nik^ya over to Ven. Purinacara. In his 
e^time, Ven. S§ramedha was conferred three honourable titles. In 

184 fe^ 

|. British. Government honoured him with the title of 

tpmedhaiinkarabhiti .S^sanadha ja Mahadhammara ja t i Rajaguru'. In 

l8 v|, Von. Saramedha accepted the honourable title of 'Sarigharala 
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padhara' from Queen K^l indl In Raj Nagar of Chit fa gong Hill 
Its. In 1867, King Mindon of Upper Burma offered him the 
h #orable . title of. ' S^ramedhsibh i t i SSsanadhaja 

^|dhamma raj adh i ra j a gu r u • at Mandalay during the ceremony of the 5th 
ist Sarigha Council . 1 . 



i : 

m 



in 1891. AnSkarika Dhammapala. visited, to Akyab of Arakan and 
organised the Ma.habbdi Society. On his return to India, he requested 
Sarigha Nayaka of Arakan to send some young novices to India. He 
handed over to him two novices named Chanda and Suriya to study 
Buddhism in India. They came to India together with Ana karika 
Dhammapala in 1891. Later on, Chanda became Chandramani and Suriya 
went back home. Chandramani studied Pali, Sanskrit and Hindi, he was 
an expert in al I three languages. 

In 1895, Chandramani met Ven. Mahavira Swami , an Indian Buddhist monk 
and, U Khee Za Hree (an Arakanese) at Calcutta. In 1903, Chandramani 
was ordained by Shwe Hin Tha Sayadaw, who led Burmese and Arakanese 
Buddhist monks at Ramu of Bangladesh. The higher ordination ceremony 
was supported by U Khee Za Hree and the Arakanese people. Thereafter, 
R ey. Chandramani came to Kushinagar in U.P. and started living there. 
s oon, he managed to get possession of the Nirvana temple and made it 
a living shrine. In 1910, he constructed a shelter Dharmasala for 
th e pilgrims from different parts of India and abroad. In the same 
year, he managed to erect the Dharamsala at Sarnath of Varanasi. The 
^*p>*^i<* ,-ttf ; rwp^ih ^n«wn-' a| . Rhs Ffna H : hft.KKft.. vi lift j» ai h p pup*, a ou*|«w* 
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«*" • " aS erec,e * ^ U Mra T U „ from Arakan. ,n 1924. he celebrated ' 

the fire, , lm e « he euddha Jayan.i a, Kushinagar. Now 1 , . J 

r feature. He establiehed a primary .tree school in 193 4. and a « 

p 6 College , Buddha Degree CoUege) h 1944 at Kushinagar. After | 

,idia became independent, he got Indian citizenship. , 

! 1956, ^ Se,OCtl ? d 'he leader of ,„ dian Buddhist 

delegation for the 6 ,h. Buddhist Sangha Council of Burma. The .ndian 
Covernmen, sen, a Buddhis, delation ,o Rangoon. A, ,he inauguration 
ceremony of ,he 6,h. Buddhis, Sangha Council, he addressed in Hind, 
and h is nephew., U KiUima translated into Burmese. Dr. AmbedWr me, 

Rangoon in this occasion and he was surprised a, his speech 
^use Von. Chandramani was an Arakanese Buddhis, monk, but he gave 
h " SPeeCK ^ " imJI WSU - °—edkar gave his fun respec, ,o him 
| discussed Buddhism, ven. Chandramani was we.l versed ,„ 

Buddhism, was expert in pji < c 0 „^, 

pert Pill, Sanskrit and Hindi. He was kind enough 

■guide Dr. Ambedkar ln the fIeld of Buddhlsm 

«<er his discussion with Ven.Chandramani . Dr. Ambedkar g0 « back to 

t|« and arranged to hoid the ceremony of reHgious conversion a, 

,r ,1PUr - Ven - -urned to Indla , soon he converted 

r ^" ndS ° f IndIa " • «•■•:«-'- «o-y. Ven.Chandramani. ls 

e ^rded as an initiator of TheravSd. R||HHH > 

wi .iueravaaa Buddhism in India. 

1 U ' 53 ' ftS,abliShed Kushinagar Bhikkhu Sangha. „.'.,.. became 

« fiyt tndtft nhlkkhu „„,«., He o^.ned many ,„„,.„• 



pies and sent them to Burma and Ceylon to study Buddhism. Among 
Dr. Dharma Rakkhita was a good scholar in Buddhism. Rahula 
iprit jayan also was a close friend and was always helped with 
accessary things by Ven . Chandramahi . He translated many Pali text 
books into Hindi. As his nephew, U Kittima is a good Buddhist 
scholar, he translated RAMAYANA into Burmese. The Burmese RAMAYANA 
was published by the Ramakrishna mission of Rangoon. 

At present , thousands of Arakanese live in the south-eastern part of 
India, in the north-eastern, part of the Hill Tracts, in the southern 
part of the Chittagong district and Patuakhali area. There are about 
20,000 Arakanese and about 100 Arakanese Buddhist monasteries in the 
different parts of Bangladesh.; In 1979, "Bangladesh Marma Buddhist 

Welfare Orphanage" was established by Ven. Dharma nan da who is. 

running the educational and cultural studies centre at Bandarban. In 
1980, "Bangladesh Rakhaing Marma. Buddhist Sangha Council" was founded 
by Ven, U Pandita Mahathera at Cox's bazaar. The council has 
programme to publish the Arakanese culture and religious text books. 
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I - RoUkIous Eolations Dot ween Arakan and Sri Lanka (Ceylon) 

BhiBm was introduced to Sri Lanka (Ceylon) by Thera Mahinda who 
to the Island in about the middle of the 3rd century 7 B.C in the 
reign of King Asoka . It is generally accepted that at the time of the 
introduction of Buddhism, there was no organised religion in Ceylon. 
Owing fo the popular, enthusiasm, Buddhism became the state religion 
in Ceylon , under Royal patronage. 

The Mahavihara was establisshed at Anuradhapura in 3rd century B.C. 8 
In later times , Mahavihara became the great centre of' Buddhist 
c^ture. As Mahavihara was famous Buddhist study centre, Abhayagiri 
vihara constructed by Vattagamani Abhaya (29-17 B.C. ) 9 also became a 
great centre in Ceylon in the 1st century B.C. 

The later part of the 1st century B.C saw some very important events 
in the Buddhist history of Ceylon. From 43 B.C. for 14 years, five 
Tamils rules in succession at Anuradhapura. King Vattagamani lay in 
hiding in a remote palace during this period. In 1st century B.C. 
Mahachulika Mahatissa was succeeded by Va t tagamani • s son , Choranaga . 
*e was hostile and destroyed eighteen vih^ras where he had not been 
Siyen refuge during .;.o days, of his rebellion against his cousin 
Mahachul ika Ma ha t issa (17-3 B.C. ) 10 

*j j. . • ■ • 1 *t " 

n addition to these calamities the whole, country was ravaged by an 

Unprecedented famine generally known as DrahmanaTissa famine or 
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ni.tiyasyS. The people had no food at all and were forced to 
ibal ism, even eating the , f lesh of Buddhist monks whom they 
Vra ted . Many thousands, both Buddhist monks and lay-people,, 
fished, many viharas were deserted, the MahavilYara at AnurSdhapura 
entirely abandoned, trees grew in the countryard, and the 
athupa itself lay incomplete neglect. Many monks left the Island 
jfd went to India, the country was in chaos. 

■<4i#ii . ' • • . • 

:%®\ . ■ . • •- ' .• '. • 

■zmm;- • 

The elder monks of the 'Sthalese saw that the future of Buddhism was 
in danger . The coat inua t ion of the tradition of the three Pi taka % 
i^ch had so far been handed down orally from teacher to pupiils, 
appeared no longer possible. The main concern of the Sangha during 
tliis tragic period was to perserve the teaching of Lord Buddha, which 
they valued above all else. Therefore; far-seeing Maha thera , under 
the patronage of a local chief, assembled at Aluvihara at Matale, and 
for the first time in history committed to writing the whole of the 
Tri Pitaka with the commentaries thereon "in order that the true 
doc endure". 



Iri the first century A. D. there was the beginning of dissensions in 
the Sangha which had till then been united under the influence of 
the Mahavihara. At later times, the Dhammaruci sect (Abhayag iri 
Vihara group) became a separate group, from Mahavihara known as 
J etavana sect. Mahavihara Buddhism was replaced in Ceylon as a new 
Religion in second century A.D. 
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C -' r " l " e A '<"~ chronicles, .he roUMon between Ce yl „„ 

m .Arakan- began . from the second century A.b.^ During the reign „f 
:n 8 jThuri y a, h iri :(i . A . D . 20 ; 1 . 22I) 14 i twelw Ara k .ne 8e „on kS led by 
nasiridnipa^i Mah3thera were ^ ^ • ^ ^ 

yldn. It was ,he firs, relationship between the two countries 
coring ,o : the Chutavamsa , -vi jayabahu - ! ddss-uao, sen, envoys 
i.nvaiuabiegiUs .oAnuradha. The king of KtimaMa , Lower Bur*,,, 
Jugh, his assis tance In Vthe s truggle aga Ins , the Chela invaders 
||, there is no, mU ch evidence ,ha, ,hc King of ,<Wnna sen, his 
'|oops to aid the King of Ceylon. K.L.Hazra says "During ,his Ume 
|eravjda Buddhisn was in a flourishing condition ln loweP 

pt^^^^ e ;;^^^:^^«o» in 1057 was a grea, even, in 

,i " rm<!S " tilstory. After the Conquest of Thaton. Pagan became a 
.famous Buddhist centre In South-Kas, Asia. 



->n the same ported, we believe that Arakan was ,he centre of 
original teachings „, Lord Buddha and Arakanese chronicles also 
-,lo„ the reng.ous relaUonship between Arakan and Ceylon. But 
ghe Cey,o„ are sl.en, on Aryan's relation wl, h Ceylon in lhU 
Period. According to Arakanese chronicles, during the reign, of 



Oa t ha raza ( 1 123 -113 g ) t 



The King of Ceylon sent envoys for 



-englous purpose. The King of Arakan. Datharaza sen, a Buddhis, 
P««on fed by v.n^AtuUv.Jaya Mah„hera. Tw e „, y .., x vonorahlo 
,,ones accompanied him. 7 



<*1 no Polannaruva slab ln<»>m»»i-. * . 

slab inscription of the Velaikkaras (c.A.D. 1137- 




3) 18 a 1 so refers to the purification of the Sangha of the three 
ts of Ceylon with the help of the monks from Arumana during 
||| a yabahu-I ' s time. Arumana may be suggested as Arakan. In 
p, King Man ju thin was succeeded by his son, Ngaraman. During 
time, a religious mission including 36 Buddhist monks were sent 
the King of Ceylon, Parakramabahu-I ( c . A. D. 1153-1186 ).. This 
jniss ion was led by Ven,Uttara Dhamma . But the period between the 
death of Vi j ayabahu I and Parakramabahu I can be described as a 
dark chapter in the history of Ceylon. According to K.L.Hazra 
"During this period neither the Burmese sources such as the 

Sasana varhsa , the Glass Palace Chronicle nor the SThalese sources 

mm * 1 . • ' . . • . • 

such as Chulavamsa mention any religious or political contact 

20 

between Ceylon and Burma". 



m 



In Arakanese history, Mrauk-U signifies the golden age. The 15th 

w& .. • . - *■ . . • •' •• • •• • « *" • ' ••■ • • ; •• ' ' ■ * ■ i £ 

and 16th centuries A. D were important landmarks in the history of 

both Arakan and Ceylon. There is evidence to show that during these 

centuries close political, cultural and religious ties existed 

between the two countries. King 8a-saw-phru (1459-1482) received 

21 

three Pitakas from Ceylon in c.A.D* 1476, and the King of Arakan 
sent a religious delegation led by Ven. Siddha t tha . 



In the 16th century, Arakan was a sea-power of some importance; it 

bui l t hundreds of galiots and developed great skill in both sea 

./ • . * . 

i *\ 22 

and reverine warfare. During the reign of Nanda Bayin (1581-1599) 

flf Pepui he wanted to raffia Krtrl eqtflfi hirtW NrrHIH^ +d M BH i *U* * 
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«si«^,^ rt6 tather , flyln Niun8 jnd request Mons ^ 

a * my - - M ^ M W ""seed the border Qf Arakan an(j 

a™, an, tooK r e fuge in botH countrles ^ ^ ^ 



bou, f lve times between 15 8 6 . and 153 3. He put todeath . .any of 
officers and destroyed tne country, of „„„. Many Men „„„. and 
ay-peop,e ,ef, tho country ■„„ fled t0 slam and ^ ^ 

P'V«^^^:»«.«9^ At «n. ,..e „„e. Ar.Ka, defeated 
jnd centered , he Pegu andSyrta,,, one of impopt ^ ^ 

pa. , During . the relgn of Min _ kri . ( 1593 _ m3)25 _ Ara ^ 

Reived ( ,e V aW Ioot brought ^ lts raiders from ^ 
r Betne r . with Nanda: Bayiri . ..i^, f ^ ^ ^ 

f 16th CentUry A - D - Bayln »™* >os, peer in the country 



I ^ I6th CentUry ' " Petueen Ara.an and Ceyton ptayed 

| lmpor — r- -dd nlsra and CUIture26 . As 01a leaf manusc . ript 

i" ht( * d °" -a, found tn cey l0 „. refers t0 religlous 

m,CrC0UrSe " e,W00n ^^m^ 27 and Ceyton. Thls information 
corropera.ed by , the cp^a^. the ^ ^ 

JS£S ^^ °"r ing the reign of 

VimaladharamaSUrlya - 1 ' — y.on was in „ eed of some mQnks (o 
f;;- BUddhlSt .W - «»< 0 , cey.on sent an envey t0 

f^: and ;' nVl ' ea ' — for res,o ring t he 

|an S ha, At tna, , ime . Klng Khaung . r - 2tl . (1S21 . M31) 28 — 

|p. ; ^, P 0W as a pernor of Sandoway " 

-ce M In , b ar sefocted ve„. Tftjos , ra from Sa ^ 

"• Dhi " ra " aVl,3Sa — '° — on a re lfglous mlssjon; The 



King pf Ceylon warmly; received the two Arakanese monks who came to 



each the teachings of the Buddha "in Ceylon 



The Arakanese monks were given the sacred tooth relic of Lord 
Buddha which Ceylon proudly possessed on their return. They brought 
it and gave it to Mi n- bar as a gift from the King of Ceylon. In the 
reign of Min-raza-kri , an envoy with the gift arrived in Mrauk-U 
and King of Arakan sent 20 Buddhist monks led by Ven . Chandavi l"asa 
Maha thera to Ceyloh; They arrived there in 1563 . They reformed the 
Buddhist Sangha and held the higher ordination ceremony in the 
UdakukkhepapsTma . 

The Chulavamsa and the Sasanavamsa contain important evidence 
relating to the religious intercourse between Arakan and Ceylon In 

the reign of Vimalaldhammasuriya II. Both refer to the arrival of 

• 2 9 

the Sinhalese envoys in Rakkhingapura and to how the Arakanese 

monks restored the Buddhist Sangha and established the religion in 

Ceylon. During the reign of King of MSrupiya (1696-1697), King of 

Ceylon, Vima 1 adhammasuriya II sent a mission to Rakkharigapura . 

Af ter receiving the message from Slhalese mission. King Marupiya 

selected Veri. Indamanju, the monk-in-charge of Sat tathana monastery 

and Ven. Nandichakka, the priest of Laung-krat monastery, and sent 

forty Arakanese monks led by two venerable ones to Ceylon in 

1696 30 . When they arrived they were received with great honour and 

the Upasampada ordination was held under the leadership of 
Nandichakka in the . UdakukkhepasTmja on the Mah'Sva 1 uka ganga or 
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i ganga at Getambe near Peradeniya in 1696. 31 Several members 
the royal and noble families were ordained. Thus Shales e 
Shist Sarigha was; restored by Buddhist monks from Arakan and they 
J the higher ordination in Ceylon. 

|; 3 2 • ' 

januscript recording the religious intercourse between Arakan 
Ceylon,, was discovered at the Kadadora VihaYa in Oahnave Korale 
Udahevahau in, « he dlstrlct of Nuvara EIlya ln ,„„ contra , 
jfince of Ceylon. The Chulavamsa. however, does no. make any 
||rence <o Ven. Chandavl lesa . but only to Ven. Nandichakka. 33 The 
upSjavaliya mentions tho names of both Theras. 

lf " h ^ "."«, centuries, when Buddhis, Ceylon had suffered 
eraly as a result of Internal trouble and foreign occupation. 
Arakan helped Ceylon to re-es tabl , sh and reslore religious 
ceremonies and higher ordination in Ceylon. At present. TheravSda 
Buddhism of Ceylon ls being spread widely in the world and 
|halese Buddhists have se, up famous Buddhis, study centres in 
Ceylon. The Mahabodhi Society, originating in Ceylon has become the 
1*0 us Buddhis, Research Centre. In the Buddhis, world. 
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